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The Alamo

To visit the inside of The Alamo church, visitors need to claim a free timed entry ticket. Timed tickets are not required to visit The Alamo grounds and gift shop.  Visit The Alamo website for more information.

Las Misiones

The four mission churches are active parishes open to the public daily between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. except during private church ceremonies. For Mass times and hours of operation see www.lasmisiones.org

San Antonio Missions National Historical Park

 Before visiting, please check the National Park Service website for the latest park information and operating status. Please recreate responsibly.







Introduction to the Five Spanish Missions of San Antonio




On July 5, 2015, the World Heritage Committee inscribed San Antonio’s five Spanish colonial Missions on the World Heritage List. From 1718 to 1731, priests of the Franciscan Order established the San Antonio Missions. The Spanish government and the Catholic Church sent priests to Texas—then part of New Spain—to settle and protect territory claimed by the Spanish Crown. No permanent Spanish settlements existed in the area prior to the construction of the Missions. The priests were responsible for bringing the indigenous people of the region, nomadic hunter-gatherers known as Coahuiltecans, into the Missions to create viable Spanish communities. The priests sought to make the indigenous people into “gente de razón” (good Spanish citizens) through the following means:







	Conversion to the Catholic faith
	Vocational skills such as farming, weaving, and masonry
	Adoption of Spanish culture and language





	Spanish provided protection and well-being
	Engagement in the construction  of mission structures and irrigation systems using  water from the San Antonio River needed to support the missions and their farmland
















Getting to the Missions of San Antonio



View All Directions








What is a Mission?
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Each mission was a complex that included a church, sleeping quarters for the families, residences for the priests, a variety of other buildings such as workshops, warehouses and granaries, as well as farm fields, ranchlands, and irrigation systems.
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Under the guidance of the priests and master stonemasons, the structures were built over many years by the native people using locally quarried limestone. Construction of the first, the Mission San Antonio de Valero — the Alamo — began in its current site in 1724, although the mission was first founded in 1718 at another nearby, but less suitable place.
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Construction of the other four missions began within the next decade.
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Each current existing mission was built three miles from the next, and all are close to the San Antonio River. From the river to the missions, irrigation channels were dug. Called acequias, the ditches were based on Spanish design that was derived from the technology of Rome and the Arabian Peninsula.
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The acequia at Mission Espada is the only remaining Spanish aqueduct in the U.S. and is a National Historic Landmark.
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The missions continued for 60-100 years. Spanish officials secularized the Alamo in 1793. Over the next 31 years, the remaining four missions became secularized. The churches became the property of local Catholic clergy and the mission lands were either sold or divided among those who lived and worked there. The full secularization of the San Antonio Missions completed in 1824.
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Today, the four southernmost missions — Concepción, San José, San Juan and Espada — are operated by the National Park Service as San Antonio Missions National Historical Park. The churches in all four missions are active Catholic parishes.
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Explore the Missions


The missions were self-sustaining communities during operation
and were built to give Spain a foothold on the Texan frontier.
Explore the mission trail below to plan your visit to San Antonio.






































     
	



Mission San Antonio de Valero

THE ALAMO






Explore the Mission













Mission

CONCEPCIÓN




Explore the Mission
















Mission

SAN JOSÉ




Explore the Mission













The

ACEQUIAS

and River System




Explore Acequias
















Mission

SAN JUAN




Explore the Mission













Mission

ESPADA




Explore the Mission




























































  
    
      

    

    
      

    

    
      

    

  

  
    
      

    

    
      

    

    
      

    

  

  
    
      

    

    
      

    

    

    
      

    

    
      

    

  






  
    
      

    

  






  
    
      

    

    
      

    

    

    
      

    

    
      

    

  

  
    
      

    

    
      

    

    
      

    

  

  
    
      

    

    
      

    

    
      

    

  






  
    
      

    

    
      

    

  

  
    
      

    

    
      

    

  

  
    
      

    

    
      

    

  

  
    
      

    

    
      

    

  

  
    
      

    

    
      

    

  

  
    
      

    

    
      

    

  

  
    
      

    

    
      

    

  






  
    
      

    

  










      
        

    
      
        

      

      
        

      

    

    

    

     
    


  

  
    

    

    

     
	








World Heritage Office

(210) 207-2111 | P.O. Box 839966 San Antonio, TX 78283
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          Translation Disclaimer

      

    

    

    

      
      
        
          English

        

        
          
            
              The City of San Antonio uses an independent third party tool to provide automated language translation. As with any machine 
              translation, the conversion is not context-sensitive and may not fully translate text into its intended meaning. Therefore, 
              the City of San Antonio does not guarantee the accuracy of the translated text and it should not be relied upon for anything 
              other than informational purposes. We recommend that if you experience difficulty, or doubt the accuracy of the translation, 
              you contact the proper City of San Antonio department for the information you seek. Please note that some applications and or 
              services may not work as expected when translated. If you need assistance, please call 3-1-1 (when in City limits) or 1.210.207.6000.
            

          

        

      


      
      
        
          Español

        

        
          
            
              La ciudad de San Antonio utilizació Una Herramienta independiente para proporcionar Traducción del lenguaje Automatizado. Como 
              con any translation automática, la conversión no es sensato al contexto y no se traducirá el texto en su SIGNIFICADO. Por lo 
              Tanto, La Ciudad de San Antonio sin Garantiza la exactitud del texto traducido. Le recomendamos Que Si Tiene ALGÚN Problema o 
              duda de la exactitud de la Traducción, pongase en contacto con el departamento de la ciudad de San Antonio relacionado con 
              LA INFORMACIÓN Que busca. Tenga en Cuenta Que ALGUNAS Aplicaciones o Servicios no funcionen SE de Como Esperaba CUANDO Traducida 
              hijo. Si NECESITA Asistencia en Español, por favor Llame al 3-1-1 (cuando en los límites de la Ciudad) o 1.210.207.6000.
            

          

        

      


      
      
        
          Deutsche

        

        
          
            
              Haftungsausschluss:
              Die Stadt San Antonio verwendet das Tool eines unabhängigen Dritten für die automatische Sprachübersetzung. Wie bei jeder maschinellen Übersetzung ist die Sprachübertragung nicht kontextsensitiv und vermittelt daher ggf.                  nicht den beabsichtigten Sinn des Textes. Aus diesem Grund kann die Stadt San Antonio die Richtigkeit des übersetzten Textes nicht garantieren; und dieser sollte nur für Informationszwecke verwendet werden. Sollten Sie                    Probleme oder Zweifel an der Richtigkeit der Übersetzung haben, empfehlen wir Ihnen, sich an die entsprechende Abteilung der Stadtverwaltung San Antonios zu wenden, um die gesuchten Informationen dort zu erhalten. Bitte                   beachten Sie, dass manche Applikationen oder Services ggf. nicht wie erwartet funktionieren, wenn Sie übersetzt werden. Sollten Sie Hilfe brauchen, rufen Sie bitte die 311 (wenn in Stadtgrenzen) oder die 1.210.207.6000 an.
            

          

        

      


      
      
        
          Français

        

        
          
            
              Avis de non-responsabilité :
              La ville de San Antonio se sert des outils tiers indépendants afin de réaliser des traductions automatisées. Comme toute traduction automatique, la conversion n’est pas forcément sensible au contexte et risque donc de 
              ne pas traduire un texte quelconque dans un sens attendu. De ce fait, la ville de San Antonio ne garantit pas l’exactitude d’un texte traduit et il ne devrait être utilisé que pour des fins informationnelles. Nous vous
              recommandons de contacter les services appropriés au sein de la ville de San Antonio pour obtenir les informations que vous souhaitez si vous rencontrez des difficultés ou vous doutez de la fiabilité d’une traduction.
              Veuillez noter que certaines applications ou services peuvent ne pas fonctionner correctement lorsqu’ils sont traduits. Si vous avez besoin d’assistance, veuillez appeler le 3-1-1 (quand dans les limites de la Ville) ou 1.210.207.6000.
            

          

        

      


      

      
        
          中文

        

        
          
            
              免责声明：
              圣安东尼奥市采用独立的第三方工具来提供自动化语言翻译。正如任何机器翻译，这种语言转换对语境不敏感，可能不能将文句的全部含义翻译出来。因此，圣安东尼奥市对于文字翻译的准确性不做保证，这些翻译文句除了用作信息之外不可作为其它任何事务的依据。如果您遇到困难或怀疑翻译的准确性，我们建议您与圣安东尼奥市的相应部门联系以获取您所需的信息。请注意有些应用或服务在翻译后可能无法正常进行。如果您需要帮助，请拨打 3-1-1 (当在城市限制) or 1.210.207.6000.
            

          

        

      


      

      
        
          日本語

        

        
          
            
            免責事項：
            サンアントニオ市は、独立した第三者が作成したツールを使用して自動言語翻訳を提供しています。 その他の機械翻訳にも言える様に、変換は文脈依存ではなく、入力されたテキストが意図した意味に完全に翻訳する事はできません。従って、サンアントニオ市は、翻訳されたテキストの正確性を保証する事はできません。また、情報を得る以外の目的では使用しないでください。問題が発生した場合や翻訳の正確さを疑う場合は、サンアントニオ市の適切な部署に連絡して確認して下さい。一部のアプリケーションおよびサービスは、翻訳時にご期待どおりに機能しない場合があります。支援が必要な場合は、3-1-1 (都市の制限にあるとき) または 1.210.207.6000 までお電話ください。
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